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The Little Mermaid

by Hans Christian Andersen

Far out in the ocean the water is as blue as the petals of the loveli-
est cornflower, and as clear as the purest glass. But it is very deep
too. It goes down deeper than any anchor rope will go, and many,
many steeples would have to be stacked one on top of another to
reach from the bottom to the surface of the sea. It is down there
that the sea folk live.

Now don't suppose that there are only bare white sands at the bot-
tom of the sea. No indeed! The most marvelous trees and flowers
grow down there, with such pliant stalks and leaves that the least
stir in the water makes them move about as though they were
alive. All sorts of fish, large and small, dart among the branches,
just as birds flit through the trees up here. From the deepest spot

in the ocean rises the palace of the sea King. Its walls are made of
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The Littie Mermaid

by Hans Christian Andersen
Far outin the ocean the water is as blue as the petals of the loveliest

cornflower, and as clear s the purest alass. Butitis very deep too. It
goes down deeper than any anchor rope will 90, and many, many
steeples would have to be stacked one on top of another to reach
fromthe hottom to the surface of the Sea. Itis down there that the
seafolk ive.

Now don't suppose that there are only bare white sands at the hot-
tomof the sea. No indeed! The most marvelous trees and flowers
grow down there, with such pliant stalks and leaves that the least
stirinthe water makes them move about as though they were alive.
Al sorts offish, large amd small, dart among the branches, just as
irds flit through the trees up here. From the deepest spot inthe
ocean rises the palace of the sea king. lts walls are made of coral
and ts high pointed windows of the clearest amber, but the roofis
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